Classic Chord Progressions
Dr. Glen Newton, July 15, 2006

Description

"Heart and Soul"”, "'l Got Rhythm", "Sweet Georgia Brown" - the chord progressions of these songs
show up again and again in popular music. In this workshop, you'll learn these classic chord
progressions and some popular variations on them.

Goal: Learnto jam on popular chord progressions.

Heart and Soul
Song form: AA’BA”’

Basic Progression:
C/Am/|F/G7/|C/AmM/|F/G7/|C/AmM/|F/G7/|C/Am/|F/GT7/]
C/AM/|F/G7/|CIAM/|FIG7/|CIAmM/|FIGT7/|CIF/|CT//]|
FIETI|AT/D7/|G7/CIl|B7/E/|FIETI|ATID7/|G7IC7I/|FIG7/|
C/Am/|F/G7/|C/AmM/|F/G7/|CIAmM/|F/G7/|E7/A7/|Dm7/G7/|CIF/|C/I]||

Variation:

C/Am/|Dm7/G7/|etc.
Sweet Georgia Brown
Song form: ABAC
ATHITVIIV LT\ DT LTI 1T
GT/II| I III\CHI1GTI|CII|ETII]
AT\ DT T
Am///|E7/II|Am///|ET//]|CIB/|Bb/A/|D7/G7/|CI//]

| Got Rhythm
Song form: AA’BA”’

G/Em7/|Am7/D7/|Bm7/BbY™/|Am7/D7/|G/G8/g/|C/Cm/|Clp/D7/|G/Am7D7|

G/Em7/|Am7/D7/|Bm7/BbY™/|Am7/D7/|G/Gé/g/|C/Cm/|CIp/D7/|G/C7/|

B7///|/11I\ETIIIIIIT\ATII|I11]|AMT/]1|D711/]

G/Em7/|Am7/D7/|Bm7/Bb%™/|Am7/D7/|G/G8/g/|C/Cm/|Cip/D7ic 1|
Bm7(-5)/E7/|A7/D7/|G//||
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“A” section variation:
G/Bb9/|A9/Ab/|G/ET/|Eb7/D7/|G/Glig/|C/CH™/|AM7I5/D7/|G/D+7/|
“B” section variation:
F#7susa///|B7/1/|Bm7///|E7//]|Em7///|A7///|EbO(-5)///|D7/D+7/]
Another “A” section variation:
G/Bb¥™M/|Am7/CY™/|Bm7/E7/|Am7/D7/|G7/Db7/|C/F9/|Bm7 E7 Am7 D7 |
G/D+7/|
Another “B” section variation:

F#m7/ /1| F7//1|BM7/21//|Bb7///|EM7///|EB7/11|AMT/n /11| AbT(-5)/]]]

Molly Malone
Song form: AA’A’

Progression amost the same asthe “A” section of “Heart and Soul.”
C//|Am//|Dm7//|G7//|C/I|Am//|Dm7//|G7/]|
C//|Am//|Dm7//|G7//|C//|Am//|Dm7/G7|C//|
C//|Am//|Dm7//|G7//|C//|Am//|Dm7/G7|C/||

Blue Moon
Song form: AA’BA”’
Progression amost the same as “Heart and Soul” except the bridge.

C/Am/|Dm7/G7/|C/Am/|Dm7/G7/|C/Am/|Dm7/G7/|C/Am/|Dm7/G7/|
CIAM/|FIG7/|C/AMI|F/G7/|C/AmM/|FI/G7/|CIF/|C/Am/|
DmM7/G7/|C/Am/|Dm7/G/|C///|Ab/Bb/|Eb/Cm7/|GID7/|G7///]
C/Am/|Dm7/G7/|C/Am/|Dm7/G7/|C/Am/|Dm7/G7/|CIF/|C/I||

Blue Moon variation:

C/Am/|Dm7/G7/|C/Am/|Dm7/G7/|E7/A7/|D7/Fig/|C/Am/|etc.




